
I look forward to a wonderful year with you and your 
child in kindergarten!  Please do not hesitate to 

contact me with any questions or concerns.

Ellen.Basham@hardin.kyschools.us
270-769-8930



You will find the following motto throughout our 
school for our rules:

Heartland Bulldogs are:
Respectful

Responsible
and Ready to do our Best!

Welcome to the 2017-2018 School Year in Mrs. Ellen 
Basham’s Kindergarten Class! I am truly excited to be 

your child’s teacher!  This booklet was created to 
inform you of general topics about our classroom.

We keep track of our choices in the room with a clip chart.  Purple, Blue, Green, 
Yellow, and Red.  Each child begins their day on green.  If they make exceptional 
choices (for example, they are a role model being quiet when all the other 
students are talking), they clip up.  If they are in need of reminders to keep their 
behavior on track so everyone can learn in our room, they clip down. If after 
they clip down and their behavior improves throughout the day, they can clip 
back up. Children keep track of their own behavior on a calendar that comes 
home in their daily folder.  Please initial each evening that you have seen their 
folder.  This will prove to be a great tool to have conversations with your 
student about being a good citizen in our classroom. 



As a parent myself, I understand the great deal of trust that is instilled 
each year on our child’s teacher.  I am honored to be a part of this 

profession and that I get to help shape leaders of tomorrow.  This will 
be my 16th year in the classroom (15th teaching kindergarten). The past 
9 years teaching have been here at Heartland; before that I taught at 

Meadow View Elementary.  I hold a bachelors and masters degree both 
from Western Kentucky University.  I live here in Elizabethtown with my 

husband and 3 or our children (2 attend college in Colorado). Mrs. 
Ponder is my assistant, my best friend, and my right-hand woman.  She 
has been in education for over 20 years.  Together, we work to create a 

loving, challenging environment for all that enter!

7:35-8:00 Heartland Huddle/Morning Work/Computers

8:00-9:00 
Reading Whole Group Integrated with Science and 
Social Studies

9:00-9:20 Gross Motor/Movement Break

9:20-10:35 Literacy Small Groups

10:35-11:00 Lunch

11:00-11:30 Gross Motor/Movement Break

11:30-12:00 Read or Rest, and Assess

12:00-12:50 Math Whole Group and Small Groups

12:50-1:35 Special Area Classes

1:35-2:05
Development Centers
Enrichment/Interventions

2:05-2:15 Wrap-Up and Read



If you would like to volunteer in our 
classroom or school (even if this is just 

accompanying us on field trips), you 
must fill out a request for a background 

check.  This can be obtained through 
our front office or by contacting me. 

My philosophy on homework is that young children 
should spend much of their time at home engaging 
in play and meaningful activities with their families.  
Therefore, homework sent home for my classroom 

will be at a minimum.  It is highly encouraged to read 
DAILY with your child as there is no other factor that 

boosts reading readiness more than this.  
To build reading fluency for those students that 
are ready (usually after letters and sounds are 
mastered), sight words will be sent home. Also, 
please check your child’s Daily Folder for any 
special family project assignments that may be 
sent home from time to time.



We love to CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES! If you 
would like to send in a special treat for your 
child’s birthday, you are more than welcome 

to do so.  Please contact me in advance to find 
out about the best time.  We have 3 classroom 

parties throughout the year; October, 
December, and February.  Information about 
each of those will come home in your child’s 

Daily Folder. 

2017-2018 Kindergarten Supply List  

2 boxes of 24 count Crayola Crayons
1 box Washable Crayola Markers

12 Elmer’s Glue Sticks
1 pack of Ticonderoga #2 pencils

1 pack of cap erasers
1 watercolor paint

1 tub of playdough (any color)
Backpack—big enough for a standard folder 

(no wheels)
Occasionally, we will send home request in the Daily Folder for 
assistance or donations on special projects (December t-shirt 
project, candy filled eggs in spring, special snacks, classroom 
parties, etc.).   



You will receive communication from me through 
several avenues.  Your child’s behavior will be 

recorded on his/her calendar in the Daily Folder. 
Reminders about up-coming events will be sent 

through Remind text messaging system, Facebook, 
and through occasional flyers in the Daily Folder.  To 

keep up with what we are learning in class, check 
Facebook and the work sent home at the end of the 

week in the Daily Folder. 

For questions, it is best to email or for emergencies, call the 
office.

ellen.basham@hardin.kyschools.us
(270) 769-8930

Check out the following to keep up with announcements and 
what we are learning in class. 

Facebook: Mrs. Basham’s KinderNews
Remind App: Text @g4422 to the 
following number 81010 


